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Frank D. Almade is a priest of  the 
diocese of  Pittsburgh. He studied 
at the diocesan St. Paul Seminary 
1971-1974, and was ordained a priest 
in 1978. He holds a B.A. in Classics 
from Duquesne University, a S.T.B. 
and a S.T.M. from St. Mary’s Semi-
nary and University in Baltimore, and 
a Ph.D. from Duquesne University. 
Father Almade is an adjunct professor 
at SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary 
in Pittsburgh, a faculty member of  
the diocesan catechetical and deacon 
formation programs, and a former ad-
junct professor at Duquesne Univer-
sity. The former Vicar for Clergy and 
Secretary for Ministerial Leadership 
is a published author (Just Wages for 
Church Employees) and contributor of  
articles to America, liturgical publica-
tions, and the diocesan newspaper. 
Father Almade is pastor of  the four 
parishes in New Castle (Mary Mother 
of  Hope, St. Joseph the Worker, St. 
Vincent de Paul, and St. Vitus), while 
maintaining a blog at www.giftsrecei-
vedgiftsgiven.blogspot.com.
George Appleyard is a priest of  the 
Eparchy of  St. Josaphat in Parma 
(Ohio), which serves Ukrainian Catho-
lics in a swatch running from Lake 
Erie to Key West. He studied basic 
theology with the Holy Ghost Fathers 
and with private tutors, and was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1968 at 
Holy Protection Monastery in New 
Canaan, CT, by the late Archbishop 
Stephen J. Kocisko, Metropolitan of  
the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy 
of  Pittsburgh. He served as superior 
of  the experimental Monastery of  
Our Savior from 1970 to 1980, during 
which he became increasingly active 
in preaching retreats and lecturing on 
the Byzantine tradition. He has been 
a guest speaker at several institutes of  
higher learning, including Fordham 
and Yale. While on sabbatical in Pitts-
burgh, he became involved with parish 
ministry and, as he tells it, “never went 
home again.” He joined the newly 
created Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of  St. Josaphat in 1984, where be con-
tinued his parochial ministry as well as 
his education and retreat ministry. He 
served as ecumenical officer, direc-
tor of  the deacon training program, 
child protection officer, a consultor, 
a member of  several commissions, 
and is still serving as vicar general of  
the eparchy and vicar for religious. 
He has published two books and 
many articles explaining the Byzantine 
spiritual legacy. In 2013, he was made 
an archimandrite (mitered abbot). A 
member of  the Order of  St. Lazarus, 
he currently serves as prelate for its 
American priory. Now retired from 
regular parochial ministry, he makes 
his home in a retiro in Clintonville, PA.
John  C. Bates,  Esq. is  a  graduate  
of   Duquesne  University  (B.A., M.A., 
and  J.D.). He  is  the  retired  Chief   
Counsel  of   the  Pittsburgh Office  
of  the U.S. Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development, Secretary    
of     The    Catholic    Historical    
Society    of     Western Pennsylva-
nia,  and  a  former  president  of   
the  organization. He  also serves on 
the Board of  Directors of  Christian 
Housing, Inc. and other non-profit 
corporations.
Stephanie Conning is an archivist at 
the Maryknoll Mission Archives. She 
has been working there since 2011 
and became a certified archivist in 
2013. She received her Master of  
Library and Information Science with 
a specialization in Archiving from 
Louisiana State University in 2010 
and a B.S. in Music Technology from 
the University of  North Carolina – 
Asheville in 2007.
Jessica Di Silvestro has been an 
Archivist at the Maryknoll Mission 
Archives since 2014.  She received her 
Master of  Library and Information 
Science degree with concentrations 
in Archives Management and Rare 
Books and Special Collections from 
Long Island University in 2012.  Ad-
ditionally, she received her B.A. in His-
tory from Mount Saint Mary College.
Paul J. Dvorchak is a graduate of  
the University of  Pittsburgh, with 
a MA.T. from that university and a 
M.A. from Duquesne University. He 
served as Assistant Director of  St. 
Joseph House of  Hospitality in Pitts-
burgh  1987-2001  and  as  Director  
2001-2012,  retiring  in  2012. He is a 
published author.
Jennifer Halloran is Photo Archivist 
for the Maryknoll Mission Archives, a 
position she has held since 2008. She 
is a Certified Archivist with seventeen 
years experience in the archives field 
who has a Master of  Library and 
Information Science with a concen-
tration in archives management from 
Simmons College. Prior to her cur-
rent position she worked at the IBM 
Corporate Archives and for History 
Associates, Inc.
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Rev. Ivan Mina is a priest of  the 
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan 
Archdiocese of  Pittsburgh. He is pastor 
at Ascension Church in Clairton and 
dean of  the Clairton Deanery. He is a 
member of  Christian Associates and 
of  The Catholic Historical Society of  
Western Pennsylvania. He was born in 
France of  a Ruthenian Greek Catholic 
father and a Czech Roman Catholic 
mother. After earning a Ph.D. in Slavic 
languages and literature at the University 
of  California at Berkeley, Father Ivan 
pursued theological and historical stud-
ies at the Pontifical Gregorian University 
and the Oriental Institute in Rome. He 
taught at the Center for Russian Studies 
at Meudon, France, the University of  
Kentucky at Lexington, and SS. Cyril 
and Methodius Seminary in Pittsburgh. 
He has published articles on Russian 
literature, Russian spiritual history, and 
Ruthenian Church history.
Fr. Drew Morgan, C.O., has resided at 
the Oratory for 37 years and currently 
serves as the Provost of  the Pittsburgh 
Oratory. He was ordained to the priest-
hood in 1985. He received his Ph.D. in 
Roman Catholic Theology at Duquesne 
University in 1997. He is the co-founder 
of  the National Institute for Newman 
Studies (NINS). In addition to teaching 
courses on the Catholic Faith and Cul-
ture and Origins of  the Catholic Faith at 
the Oratory, he has also taught courses 
on Blessed John Henry Newman, the 
Doctors of  the Church and the Sacra-
ments at St. Vincent Seminary. 
Ellen Pierce is Director of  the Mary-
knoll Mission Archives and began her 
career there in 1991. During her years in 
the archives field she also held the posi-
tion of  Assistant Archivist at the IBM 
Corporate Archives. She is a Certified 
Archivist who has presented several 
week-long workshops for Religious 
Archivists through the Catholic Library 
Association. She holds a Master of  
Science in Library Science in 1997 with 
Certification in Archives Management 
from Long Island University. 
Rev. Joseph C. Scheib is a native of  
Pittsburgh and was ordained a priest 
of  the Diocese of  Pittsburgh in 1976. 
He earned a Master of  Divinity from 
St. Meinrad Seminary and School of  
Theology (1976), a M.A. in Theology 
from Duquesne University (1986), and 
a J.C.L. from the Catholic University of  
America (2003). Fr. Scheib was a mem-
ber of  the Board of  Directors of  the 
Catholic Historical Society of  Western 
Pennsylvania, serving at different times 
as Secretary and Treasurer. He was a 
member of  the Roselia Centenary Com-
mittee organized by Catholic Charities 
of  the Diocese of  Pittsburgh. 
Alexander J. Schrenk is a transitional 
deacon studying for the priesthood 
for the Diocese of  Pittsburgh. He was 
ordained a deacon by Seán Cardinal 
O’Malley in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome 
on September 29, 2016. He is currently 
engaged in theological studies at the 
Pontifical North American College in 
Rome, and is in a licentiate program 
for Patristic Theology at the Augustin-
ian Institute of  the Pontifical Lateran 
University. He holds B.A. (Classical 
Languages and Philosophy, 2011) and 
M.A. degrees (Philosophy, 2013), both 
from Duquesne University, and an S.T.B. 
(2015) from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome. He is looking for-
ward to priestly ordination in June 2017.
Emily Teodorski is Communications 
Manager at the Pittsburgh Oratory. She 
is a graduate of  the University of  Pitts-
burgh, with a Bachelor’s in 2003 and 
Master’s in 2009. As an undergraduate, 
she attended RCIA at the Oratory and 
was received into the Catholic Church 
in 2000. Her years of  involvement as a 
student in the campus ministry of  the 
Oratorians included serving as the Presi-
dent of  the Pitt Newman Club during 
her senior year. She has served on the 
Eucharistic Adoration Committee for a 
total of  four years and currently serves 
as the lead coordinator. 
Kathleen Washy is Archivist for 
the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Baden, a 
position that she has held since 2013.  
Prior to that, she served as Archivist 
for Mercy Hospital/UPMC Mercy for 
more than twenty years.  Since 1991, 
she has been a member of  the Board 
of  Directors of  the Catholic Historical 
Society of  Western Pennsylvania, hold-
ing many offices, including her current 
role as Treasurer.  She also has served 
as Consulting Archivist for Mercy 
Behavioral Health.  She holds a B.A. in 
History & Anthropology from Gannon 
University, a M.A. in History from the 
University of  Toronto, and a M.A. in 
History & Archival Administration, with 
a Certificate in Museum Studies, from 
Case Western Reserve University.
Our Authors
